
Katie was born in the cornfields of Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania and raised in the Sicilian South 

End of Hartford, Connecticut until her family 

moved west to Portland, Oregon in the early 

1990s. At first, the monochromatic whiteness 

and lack of decent Italian canolis shocked 

her, but Katie grew to love the stately firs, 

friendly people, and wide open spaces of 

Oregon. She graduated from Lake Oswego 

High School in 1995 and attended the Uni-

versity of Oregon, obtaining a B.A. in Politi-

cal Science and Environmental Studies in 

1999. Katie‘s favorite memories as an under-

graduate Duck are surfing trips to Yachats 

and Otter Rock, making friends and surviv-

ing the Bean dorm, playing on the women‘s 

lacrosse team, and participating in the year-

long Kidd Tutorial Creative Writing Seminar 

(which still exists today). 

 

Katie is an urban political ecologist with 

research and teaching interests in water gov-

ernance, urban sustainability, and social the-

ory. Her interest in water issues was sparked 

during her service as a Peace Corps Volun-

teer in Belize (2000-2002) and Guatemala 

(2002-2003). In both countries, Katie worked 

as an environmental educator and dealt ex-

tensively with water quality and supply is-

sues—threats like in-stream gravel mining, 

effluent from tilapia farming, and a chronic 

lack of piped household water.  

Katie‘s master‘s thesis at the University of 

Oxford, guided by Diana Liverman and Erik 

Swyngedouw, examined the contested politics 

of decentralized water management in post-

conflict Guatemala. For her PhD dissertation, 

Katie examined how poor urban dwellers cre-

ate and manage water supply in the absence of 

formal provision. Living for 13 months in the 

bucolic city of Tijuana, Mexico (border life is 

not for everyone), she used qualitative and 

quantitative methods to explore how informal 

systems of water harvesting and re-use emerge 

and endure; what economies and ecologies 

were produced in this circulation; and to what 

degree they cultivated new political dynamics 

that supported alternative forms of develop-

ment. The institutions and technologies of the 

informal water sector, often promoted as ―best 

management practices‖ in cities like Portland, 

yield positive environmental outcomes in 

places like Tijuana—but produce a ―splintered 

urbanism‖ which proves troublesome for 

straightforward state or market regulation. 

This work was kindly financed by a slew of 

support, including a Fulbright-Hays DDRA, 

an NSF DDRI, an IDRF fellowship from the 

SSRC, and a Social Science Graduate Fellow-

ship from NOAA. Based on insights from this 

research, in the summer of 2011 Katie will 

start a new research project on the informal 

water commons in Mexico City—a megacity 

facing some of the most severe water provi-

sion problems in the world. 

 

In terms of teaching, Katie dove headfirst into 

the pool. Fall term she enjoyed teaching Intro-

duction to Human Geography (GEOG 142) 

and even managed to convert a few majors.  

She will lead a graduate seminar, ―The Politi-

cal Ecology of Things,‖ in which she and her 

students will examine different philosophical 

approaches to explaining objects and material-

ity in human-environment research. In the 

spring, Katie will develop a new course on 

urban sustainability and next year plans to 
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    Katie Meehan making frames for  
       pervious pavers in Tijuana. 

plans to teach international water 

policy and an urban/cultural geog-

raphy course that uses the ac-

claimed HBO series ―The Wire‖ 

as its central text. Go Ducks!  



At the risk of repeating my introduction 

from last year, it has been another re-

markable year in the Department of Ge-

ography. The number of geography ma-

jors surpassed 200 for the first time in the 

history of the department, a 30% increase 

in numbers from just two years ago. En-

rollments in almost all our classes are at 

capacity, even with added  sections and 

classes – a reflection of the growing ap-

preciation that students have for the field 

of geography. Our graduate students and 

faculty received numerous fellowships 

and accolades, as is reported elsewhere in 

this newsletter. And our activities con-

tinue to make significant contributions to 

Oregon, whether it be via hosting of 

school groups for Geography Awareness 

Week, development of University of Ore-

gon apps for iPhones, or the standard re-

search and teaching that make up our 

daily lives. 

 

Of course, it is easy to pat ourselves on 

the back, feel good about our department, 

and self-proclaim our good work. It is far 

more difficult to have an external agency 

declare that the Department of Geography 

at Oregon is achieving at the highest lev-

els. Yet that is exactly what happened this 

past fall. 

 

In late September, the National Research 

Council released the results of their na-

tionwide ranking of Ph.D. departments, the 

first such rankings in 15 years. These rankings 

were based on a random survey of seven per-

cent of all tenure track faculty in each disci-

pline, as well as numeric data reported for 

each department (e.g. number of Ph.D.s 

awarded). Regardless of which data were 

used, our department fared well. 

 

The strength of our research is indicated by 

our number three ranking in both the number 

of publications per faculty member and the 

number of times faculty articles were cited by 

other scholars. We excel in both the quantity 

and quality of research, a notable feat given 

that other top ranked departments have three 

to six times the number of faculty and lower 

service and teaching loads. 

 

The rankings also placed us at the top or near 

the top of all Ph.D. departments in the Univer-

sity of Oregon, depending on which criteria 

are being ranked. As a result, our department 

is being celebrated by the university. You will 

soon see Geography on the cover of Cascade 

Magazine, the biannual magazine of the Col-

lege of Arts and Sciences. 

 

On other fronts within the department, the past 

year has been one of transitions. Professor 

Susan Hardwick retired, although she will 

continue to teach classes each year and re-

mains a vital contributor to our community.  

To our delight, Susan‘s replacement is Dr. 

Katie Meehan, who recently graduated 

with her Ph.D. from Arizona and is 

profiled on the front page of the news-

letter. Also retiring were Andrea Heid 

and Mary Milo, stalwarts of our office 

staff. Happily, Sonja Anthone has 

joined our office, where she provides 

an immensely competent and welcom-

ing presence.  

 

So… new staff and faculty, growth in 

students numbers and awards, high 

rankings, innovative research, and a 

high profile in the university. What 

next? There are many potential direc-

tions we can go, but first and foremost 

we remain committed to continuing 

the strong sense of community that has 

brought us to this point. People such 

as yourselves are the ones who have 

made the department such an excellent 

one and who have contributed to its 

tremendous esprit de corps. To keep 

our community vibrant and evolving, 

we want to keep you and your ideas as 

part of it. Please feel free to contact 

me with your suggestions or, better 

yet, come by and visit if you are in 

town. We want to make sure that all 

UO Geographers and friends, past and 

present, remain part of this wonderful 

department and its future. 

active map applications, and 

have proven to be exciting 

projects for students to work 

on. 

 

UOregon Application –  

Responding to a request of 

President Richard Larivierre 

the Lab created the official 

iPhone app of the University 

of Oregon. The UOregon app 

routes you around campus, 

helping students find classes, 

activities, events and other 

items of interest. Users are 

connected directly to the 

Mobile Mapping – With the 

rapid growth of smartphone 

technology, the InfoGraphics 

Lab has endeavored to de-

velop expertise in mobile 

mapping applications. During 

the past year the Lab‘s staff 

under the guidance of Assis-

tant Director Ken Kato,  has  

developed a number of suc-

cessful applications for the 

Apple iOS (iPhone, iPad, 

iPod ). These projects have 

provided an opportunity to 

push the Lab‘s boundaries of 

developing digital and inter-

room-level campus GIS. All 

UO events are mapped to the 

exact room they occur in.  

Users can also view their cur-

rent location on campus and 

switch between custom maps 

– Safety at Night, Accessibil-

ity, Parking, Bicycling, as 

well as historic air photos and 

maps. The application was 

developed using ESRI‘s iOS 

SDK. The application will be 

featured in upcoming articles 

in ESRI‘s ArcNews and Ar-

cUser. The application was 

released for Fall Term, and 
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Graphic of the UOregon Application 

for the iPhone created by Ken Kato 

and Dana Maher of the  
InfoGraphics Lab 



over 7,000 people have 

downloaded it from iTunes. 

 

“Fix This” – In collaboration 

with researchers and students 

in PPPM and ENVS, the Lab 

received a grant from the Ore-

gon Transportation Research 

Consortium (OTREC) to de-

velop an iPhone application 

that put a mobile survey in-

strument in the hands of users 

for assessing walking and 

biking transportation infra-

structure. Based on the suc-

cess of that project, the Lab 

secured a second grant from 

OTREC to continue further 

functionality of the applica-

tion during this academic 

year.  

 

Vasi Exhibit at JSMA –In 

support of the exhibit in the 

Jordan Schnitzer Museum of 

Art – ―Giuseppe Vasi‘s 

Rome: Lasting Impressions 

from the Age of the Grand 

Tour‖ – the Lab developed 

several iPad applications to 

allow visitors a ‗multi-touch‘ 

experience as a means to ex-

plore the detailed works of 

art and  historic maps.  This 

effort is a collaborative effort 

with Architecture Professor 

James Tice and is built on 

several years of work in the 

development of mapping 

applications featuring the 

Nolli Map of Rome and the 

work of Vasi. 
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This November 14-20, Geography Awareness Week was once 

again celebrated in style at UO. The annual Geography Aware-

ness Week, launched in 1987 by our very own Susan Hardwick, 

Professor Emeritus, is a nationally recognized week focused on 

engaging families and schools in geographic understanding of 

the world around them. GIS Day, held on the Wednesday during 

Geography Awareness Week, was a later addition created as an 

international forum to update users on GIS technological ad-

vancements and applications used around the world. 

 

Celebratory activities were planned and organized by the mem-

bers of the Geography Awareness Week committee: graduate 

students Gretchen Hill, Aquila Flower, Jenn Kusler, Sarah 

Praskievicz, and Innisfree McKinnon. During this past year, the 

committee worked diligently to facilitate a one-day, on-campus 

event for elementary school children in 5th through 7th grades. 

Activities for the visiting students were designed to complement 

this year‘s Geography Awareness Week theme: Freshwater.  On 

Thursday, November 18th, a total of 144 students visited the UO 

campus to participate in Geography Awareness Week activities. 

The visiting students explored river system dynamics using a 

stream table, conducted their own water quality tests, completed 

a GPS-based scavenger hunt, and attended guided tours of the 

Vasi exhibit at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art.  The Geog-

raphy Awareness Week committee also held a contest to select a 

design for use on department t-shirts and collaborated with the 

Knight Library to hold a public lecture in recognition of GIS 

Day. 
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Sabbaticals are intended to provide time to expand your knowledge and experience through concentrated research, travel and new 

experiences and mine didn‘t disappoint! 

It started with a bang, a trip to Australia in summer 2009 to attend the International Association of Geomorphologists Congress in 

Melbourne, followed by an eight-day field trip into the outback and a few days in Sydney.  This was my first trip to Australia – a big 

omission for a geomorphologist.  I gave a paper on my research on the Sprague River in Klamath County, Oregon.  On the field trip 

through portions of the Murray-Darling basin and the Lake Eyre basin, we visited the Flinders Range, Innamincka, and Lake Mungo.  

I was able to see the anabranching river, playas, dunes, and terminal lakes that I had taught about in GEOG 4/522: Arid Geomorphol-

ogy and GEOG 4/527: Fluvial Geomorphology.  My understanding of these features was transformed.  No matter how much of the 

published research you have read, seeing it in person with the researchers who have done the work gives a deeper understanding. 

In November 2009, Bart and I travelled to Britain for a month, plus a week-long vacation in Rome.  I visited and gave a talk (again 

on the Sprague River) at University of Wales-Aberystwyth, and also visited colleagues at University of Southampton.  At both of 

these places, the Geography Department is very strong in fluvial geomorphology.  It was interesting to interact with these two groups 

and see how they have organized their courses and research groups. 

In spring 2010, Bart and I returned to Australia for a five week visit.  We spent most of this time in Sydney.  I was a visiting faculty 

member in the Environmental Sciences unit of Macquarie University, where I gave a talk, participated on field trips, and interacted 

with the geomorphologists.   While I did not get back to the Australian desert, I explored geomorphology of the Sydney basin and its 

rivers, the Blue Mountains, and the Sydney coastline. 

In summers 2009 and 2010, I did several weeks of field 

work each year on the Middle Fork John Day River, 

ably assisted by graduate students Didi Martinez, Polly-

anna Lind, Jessica Phelps, Stephanie Michaelson-

Correa, Denise Tu, Amanda Reinholtz, and undergradu-

ates Bryan Wardlow and Maggie Drews.  The Middle 

Fork is a beautiful river in the Blue Mountains of north-

eastern Oregon.  This research project is supported by 

the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the Con-

federated Tribes of the Warm Springs Indian Reserva-

tion.  We are evaluating restoration projects done on the 

river to improve habitat for steelhead, Chinook salmon, 

bull trout, and other species.  Our goal is to determine 

whether these projects are really effective at improving 

habitat.  

I finished up my work with the National Research Coun-

cil Committee on Missouri River Recovery and Associ-

ated Sediment Management Issues.  Our thirteen-person 

committee was charged with addressing  problems re-

lated to sediment management as the U.S. Corps of Engineers does 

river restoration work on the Missouri River.  The Big Muddy is sedi-

ment-starved due to upstream dams, and there are effects along the river and all the way downstream to the Mississippi delta and 

Louisiana coast.  Our final report was published by the National Academies Press in summer 2010.  I also completed a major analy-

sis of our three years of data collection on the Sprague Rive geomorphology project, a collaborative project with the U. S. Geological 

Survey Portland office.  This was the basis of papers I gave in Australia, Wales, and at several academic meetings in the U.S. 

I continued my volunteer work with the Long Tom Watershed Council, the Middle Fork Willamette River Watershed Council, the 

McKenzie River Trust, and the Middle Fork John Day Intensively Monitored Watershed Committee.  All of these experiences give 

me insight into issues with planning and implementing river management that greatly enriches my courses. 

Pat McDowell and Amanda Reinholtz setting up a fish cover survey,  

Middle Fork, John Day River, Summer 2010. 



Leslie McLees recently re-

turned from her field research 

in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 

where she conducted a study 

on urban development and the 

use of space in cities of the 

global south. Her project was 

funded through a National 

Science Foundation Disserta-

tion Improvement Grant and a 

fellowship from the SYLFF 

foundation. Her project fo-

cused on open-space farms in 

Dar es Salaam, where thou-

sands of farmers grow vegeta-

bles that provide a majority of 

the greens for city dwellers. 

Her research examined how 

agriculture is 'urban' and how 

it is incorporated into ideas 

about how cities in develop-

ing countries should look. She 

completed over eighty inter-

views with urban farmers, 

carried out mental mapping 

exercises with twenty farmers 

and conducted four photo 

voice projects in which farm-

ers were provided disposable 

cameras to allow them to 

frame everyday activities. The 

farmers provided captions to 

the pictures and used them in 

focus groups to discuss the 

ways people use urban farms 

everyday. Leslie was affiliated 

with  a Canadian NGO, the 

Sustainable Cities PLUS Net-

work, which works on facili-

tating land tenure rights for 

farmers in in Dar es Salaam. 

She was involved in discus-

sions with farmers, agriculture 

extension agents, planners and 

ministry officials about ways 

to legally incorporate this vital 

land use, and gave a presenta-

tion in Swahili about how vari-

ous cities around the world are 

legalizing and supporting ur-

ban agriculture. She also 

helped start an urban food 

network that brings together 

farmers, ranchers, composters 

and others involved in urban 

food production to better coor-

dinate their activities and learn 

from each other to create a 

more unified voice on urban 

food concerns. Leslie also 

received the University of 

Oregon Public Impact Fellow-

ship for her involvement in 

urban food issues.  

Selected Graduate Student Updates  
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Leslie McLees with Mama Maria, an urban farmer, holding a 

bunch of mchicha, a spinach-like staple  vegetable widely 

grown throughout the city. 

Funded through an international 

research fellowship from the 

SYLFF Foundation, Pollyanna 

Lind is currently working in 

Costa Rica during fall term 

2010 to establish her disserta-

tion research project on tropical 

rivers.  The dissertation, Geo-

morphology and sediment dy-

namics of the Rio Pacuare and 

other selected rivers of eastern 

Costa Rica, will combine exten-

sive field data collection, GIS 

based imagery/data analysis, 

and hydraulic modeling.  To 

establish an international re-

search project of this scale, 

Pollyanna is identifying acces-

sible field sites, collaborating 

with local scientists and agen-

cies, collecting pre-existing 

data from various sources, and 

expanding her Spanish lan-

guage skills: all of which will 

be used to secure the additional  

funding necessary to accom-

plish the research goals.    

 

To accomplish the first stages 

of the dissertation project, Pol-

lyanna is based near the Rio 

Pacaure in the town of Turri-

alba. The town is in a fertile 

valley located in the volcani-

cally active Talamanca Moun-

tains of central Costa Rica. The 

Rio Pacuare and other similar 

rivers in the area flow through 

the steeply eroded valleys of 

the Talamancas and then across 

an alluvial plane before eventu-

ally reaching the Caribbean 

Sea.  They are hydraulically 

dynamic systems driven by 

tropical precipitation events 

that transport massive quanti-

ties of sediment annually. Deci-

phering all of the geomorphic 

components of these systems 

and the appropriate methods for 

measuring them keeps our PhD 

student excited and challenged 

on a daily basis.  

Pollyanna Lind evaluating a boulder bar field site on the Rio 

Pacuare, Costa Rica – November 2010.  



Dan Gavin had a busy schedule of teach-

ing, meetings, guest lecturing, playing 

with son Leo, and moving across town. 

He also had a great field season with grad 

students Erin Herring and Dave Fisher 

collecting sediments that they hope will 

reveal the ice-age history of some spec-

tacular places in the Clearwater Moun-

tains of Idaho.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Derrick Hindery co-authored an article 

comparing the effects of neoliberal and 

post- neoliberal land-use policies on for-

est cover along the Bi-oceanic Corridor of 

southeastern Bolivia to determine if rates 

of agriculturally driven forest  

clearance changed since the Morales ad-

ministration came to office in 2005.   

Satellite image analysis, supported by 

semi-structured interviews with farmers  

and representatives of key institutions, 

shows that deforestation for commercial 

agriculture in Santa Cruz continues and 

has increased in certain  ―hotspots‖.  

Along the same lines, Derrick co-chaired 

two AAG conference sessions on the so- 

called ―leftward turn‖ and implications 

for communities and the environment in  

Latin America in Spring 2010. 

 

He also completed a book chapter for a 

volume to be published by University of  

Texas Press on subterranean political 

ecology, edited by Anthony Bebbington  

(Clark University) and Jeff Bury (UC 

Santa Cruz).  The chapter is titled  

―Synergistic impacts of gas and mining 

development in Bolivia‘s Chiquitanía:  

the significance of analytical scale.‖   

 

Jim Meacham’s role as Cartographic 

Editor on the Atlas of Yellowstone has 

been his primary research activity this 

past year.  Senior Editor, Andrew Mar-

cus, and Jim just signed an agreement 

with the University of California Press 

for the atlas‘ publication, and the carto-

graphic production in the InfoGraphics 

Lab has ramped up to meet a looming 

deadline at the end of this academic year 

and a spring 2012 publication date.   

This Fall, Jim was a keynote speaker at 

the University of Wyoming and Colo-

rado State University for GIS Day and 

Geography Awareness Week, and gave 

an invited presentation at National Geo-

graphic in Washington D.C. These talks 

highlighted his atlas work, including 

work on the Mongolian Altai, Yellow-

stone, and Oregon. 

Alec Murphy gave the opening plenary 

address at the meeting of the meeting of 

the Commission on Political Geography 

of the International Geographical Union 

in Be‘er Sheva, Israel, in July 2010.  The 

address looked at the continued impact 

of traditional territorial ideas and ar-

rangements in an increasingly intercon-

nected world. Alec also oversaw the 

completion of a study of the National 

Research Council (of the National Academy 

of Sciences) outlining ―Strategic Directions 

for the Geographical Sciences.‖  The report 

based on the study, entitled Understanding 

the Changing Planet, was issued this past 

summer and is already in wide circulation in 

Washington, DC, and beyond. 

 

In August, Alec co-chaired a major interna-

tional conference in Guangzhou on the geo-

graphic implications of the rise of China, 

and then went on to Beijing to present the 

National Research Council report to the 

Chinese National Academy of Science (a 

Chinese translation is in the works); and, in 

September, Alec held a short-term visiting 

fellowship in the Department of Geography 

at the University of Durham, where he also 

participated in a workshop assessing the 

contributions of the Swiss political geogra-

pher Claude Raffestin. Papers from the 

workshop will appear in a forthcoming issue 

of Environment and Planning D: Society 

and Space.  

 

Susan Hardwick continues her work on the 

geographies of immigration and education 

in her first year of retirement. Her most re-

cent publication,  "Education and National 

Identity in a Comparative Context" was 

published in the journal, National Identities, 

and co-authored by our own Rebecca Mar-

cus and Marissa Issak.   

 

Susan is currently working on a book that 

documents and analyzes the experiences and 

patterns of US immigrants in Canada from 

the Vietnam War years to the present day - 

and a second edited volume on the patterns, 

experiences, and life histories of Canadian 

geographers in the US and American geog-

raphy faculty in Canada (with Remy 

Tremblay, University of Quebec). This book 

features the use of the 'autobiographical 

method in  geography' - a topic Susan hopes 

to incorporate into a 4/510 class on geo-

ethnographic approaches in our field in the 

years to come. 

 

Susan will also be on the road this year  

with plans to lecture on a private jet trip to 

Eastern Europe, North Africa, and western 

Asia for the American Geographical Society 

this spring. She and Tom Ptak also pre-
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Dan coring in Star Meadows in  
Idaho County, Idaho. 

Jim in the field, Lamar Valley,  
Yellowstone National Park. 



sented papers on their current research at the 

"Race, Ethnicity, and Place" conference at 

Binghamton, NY this fall.  

 

Amy Lobben continues to run the Spatial 

and Map Cognition Research Lab 

(SMCRL). Currently four graduate students 

work with her in the lab assisting with re-

search on several federally-funded projects.  

Funded by the National Institutes of Health 

(the National Eye Institute) and National 

Science Foundation, the team is investigat-

ing behavioral and neurological correlates  

of map use and spatial thinking.  

They hope to uncover connections between 

map use performance and neurological pat-

terns. In addition, the team is working with 

a group in Computer and Information Sci-

ence (led by Michal Young) to create a 

soundscape interface for a minimal Geo-

graphic Information System (mGIS). We 

will use that mGIS to enhance spatial think-

ing skills for students and adults who are 

blind or low vision. Finally, another 

SMCRL group is working on developing, 

testing, and delivering a manual and tutorial 

to accompany recently released software for 

the production of tactile maps. Both the 

delivery of the materials and the develop-

ment of the software we also funded by the 

National Science Foundation. 

 

Peter Walker completed a book manuscript 

(co-authored with UO Geography Ph.D. 

Patrick Hurley) called Planning Paradise on 

the tumultuous history and politics of Ore-

gon's celebrated statewide land use planning 

program (with University of Arizona Press). 

It's very important for everyone to know the 

book will be available for PURCHASE in 

April! Peter was also  elected chair of the 

Association of American Geographers spe-

cialty group in Cultural and Political Ecol-

ogy. 

 

Xiaobo Su has two manuscripts in press in 

the Journal of Contemporary China and 

International Journal of Regional and Urban 

Studies, respectively.  

Xiaobo also played a critical role in building 

a partnership with Sun Yat-sen University 

in order to co-organize the  international 

conference "China and the Future of Hu-

man Geography" in  Guangzhou, August 

2010. Thanks in large part to Xiaobo‘s 

efforts, the conference was a great suc-

cess! 

Lise Nelson spent the summer doing Na-

tional Science Foundation-funded field-

work in Clayton, Georgia and Steamboat 

Springs, Colorado, with the assistance of 

doctoral student Laurie Trautman. Their 

research examines the arrival of low-wage 

Latino workers in rural U.S. amenity des-

tinations—places that have attracted a 

growing number of wealthy domestic 

migrants seeking to live in a rural place 

characterized by natural beauty and out-

door recreation opportunities. Their work 

explores labor market dynamics in these 

areas, as well as questions of social inter-

action and belonging marked by race, 

class and ‗illegality.‘ 

In spring of 2010 Lise taught a new 

graduate seminar, North South Geogra-

phies, which examined key texts and de-

bates in critical development studies. 

Graduate student advisees of Professor 

Nelson won a range of UO competitive 

research and writing fellowships in 2010, 

including Ingrid Nelson, CSWS (Center 

for the Study of Women and Society) 

Dissertation Writing Fellowship 2010-

2011; René Kladzyk, Sasakawa Interna-

tional Research Fellowship, and two sum-

mer research awards from CLLAS 

(Center for Latino/a and Latin American 

Studies) and CSWS ; and Lindsay Nay-

lor , two summer research awards from 

CLLAS and CODAC (Center on Diver-

sity and Community) . 

Pat Bartlein  spent a good portion of the 

last year traveling. He made two trips to 

the UK to work on a multi-authored syn-

thesis of reconstructions of past climates, 

(just released) and is being used to  evalu-

ate the same climate models that are being 

run to project future climate change. He 

also made two trips to Australia: one to 

the Intl. Geomorphology Congress, fea-

turing  the great Outback field trip (see 

Faculty Sabbaticals) and one to work with 

longtime collaborator Sandy Harrison 

on general paleoclimate issues. Bart 

also continued working with his OSU/

USGS collaborators on abrupt climate 

change reconstructions and explana-

tions  and with various collaborators 

on the global paleofire record.   

Dan Buck has spent much of his time 

recently on researching and writing 

about industrial restructuring in 

Shanghai. At the same time, he has 

been preparing for a new class he de-

signed for Winter term entitled ―Food 

Geographies‖ which studies food as a 

focal point that links together nature 

and society, country and city, third 

world and first world, local and global, 

and producer and consumer.  

Shaul Cohen participated in a sum-

mer training workshop of the Inside-

Out Program at Temple Univer-

sity.  The workshop included intensive 

training with participants incarcerated 

at the Graterford State Correctional 

Institution, a maximum security prison 

in Pennsylvania. Shaul is now a mem-

ber of the steering committee of the 

Degrees of Freedom program at the 

University of Oregon, and he will be 

teaching a course on conflict transfor-

mation and reconciliation in the Ore-

gon State Penitentiary this spring that 

brings together campus and prison 

students. Summer research included 

additional interviews with politicians 

and former combatants in Northern 

Ireland, where he also met with five 

UO students that he placed in intern-

ships in Belfast and Derry/

Londonderry. His work on a model for 

territorial sharing, the ―riparian sim-

ile,‖ was featured in the Presidential 

keynote address at the AAG‘s annual 

meetings in Washington, and he re-

turned to Israel/Palestine to continue 

his research there on conflict resolu-

tion, dividing his time between Jerusa-

lem, villages in the West Bank, and 

nearby refugee camps.  

Faculty Updates (continued) 
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The 2010 Bill Loy Award for Excellence in Cartographic Design and 
Geographic Visualization  
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Department of  Geography   

The Bill Loy Award for Excellence in Cartographic Design and Geographic Visualization is given annually to a deserving graduate 

or undergraduate geography student at the University of Oregon. Along with a cartographic submission, student entrants must submit 

statements explaining the significance of their design that clearly articulates their role in developing the product.  

―The Fall and Reconstruction of Former Yugoslavia‖ 

submitted by by Geography Department graduate Julia 

Giebultowicz and ―The Tea Party Protests of 2009: The 

Politics of ―Grassroots‖ Organization‖ by Geography 

Department graduate Patrick Hammons were both win-

ners of the 2010 Bill Loy Award. To see a full-size view 

of both submissions, please visit   

http://geography.uoregon.edu/About/Awards 
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The 2010 Bill Loy Award for Excellence in Cartographic Design and 
Geographic Visualization (continued) 

Honorary Mention: Matthew Derrick, a graduate student in the Geography Department, designed the following map that was given 

an honorable mention this year. In his submission, Matthew provides a visual explanation for certain aspects of the geo-political rela-

tionships between countries in the European Union, Russia  and eastern European nations relative to the interdependence of each 

economy on a particular energy source. 
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The Geography Department welcomes it’s newest graduate students!  

Doug Foster received his 

BA in International Studies 

from West Virginia Univer-

sity  and an MA in Geogra-

phy from the University  

of  Delaware. His interests 

include  political geography, 

ethnic and territorial con-

flict, and geography in film. 

Josef Gordon has BS de-

grees in Geography and 

Environmental Studies from 

the UO and is currently 

working toward an MS. Ar-

eas of interest include GIS,  

cartography, mobile map-

ping, programming, remote  

sensing, and social theory. 

Derek Watkins arrived with 

a BS (with Honors) in Ge-

ography from the University 

of So. Mississippi. His inter-

ests include identity & eth-

nicity, material culture & 

the  built  environment, and 

senses of place; cartography 

and information design. 

Christopher Thomas re-

ceived his BA in Environ-

mental Studies from the 

University of Washington, 

Tacoma. He is currently in 

the M.A. program studying 

land use, land access/

exclusion dynamics, and 

conservation in East Africa. 

David Fisher  received a BA 

in Environmental Studies 

from the University of  

Rochester and  studied GIS  

at the City College of San 

Francisco. David is inter-

ested in applying spatial  

analysis techniques to the 

study of climate change and 

its effects on  biodiversity. 

Swagata Goswami received 

her BS in Geography in 

2007 and her MS in  

Geography in 2009, both 

from the Presidency College 

in Kolkata, India. Swagata‘s 

primary area of research 

interest is fluvial geomor-

phology. 

  

Dylan Brady has a BA in 

Asian Studies from Whit-

man College.  He lived in 

China for three years before 

coming to the UO. His inter-

ests include studying Chi-

nese politics, culture, and 

economics, particularly  

issues of nationalism, iden-

tity and migration. 

Thomas Mason holds both a 

BA and MA  from  the Uni-

versity of Cambridge and an 

MS in Environmental Stud-

ies from the University of 

Oregon.  



The Lane County Geographi-

cal Society (LCGS) held its 

first meeting of 2010 on Octo-

ber 9th. Twenty-five geogra-

phers attended the fall potluck 

dinner, which was hosted at 

Professor Dan Gavin's house. 

LCGS also helped to coordi-

nate Geography Awareness 

Week events on campus this 

year. In the year ahead, LCGS 

will continue to hold meetings 

each quarter.  

 

Lane County Geographical Society 

Recent Department Graduates  
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Membership in LCGS and 

attendance at LCGS meetings 

is open to anyone with an in-

terest in Geography.  

LCGS is especially interested 

in increasing participation by 

undergraduates, community 

members, and professional 

geographers from outside of 

our department. For more in-

formation, please contact 

LCGS president Aquila 

Flower, aquila@uoregon.edu. 

 

 

 

 

DOCTOR OF  

PHILOSOPHY 

 

Paul M. Blanton:  The Distribu-

tion and Impact of Roads and 

Railroads on the River Land-

scapes of the Coterminous 

United States 

 

Suzanne C. Walther: Remote 

Measurement of Gravel-bed 

River Depths and Analysis of 

the  Geomorphic Response of 

Rivers to Canals and Small 

Dams  
 

MASTER OF ARTS 

 

Marissa T. Isaak: Remembering 

the Present: Oregon’s Afghan-

Iraqi Freedom Memorial 

 

Lia M. Frederiksen: Bodies, 

Geography, and Globalization: 

Social Reproduction in Cape 

Town, South Africa 

 

Matthew W. Landers: Catalo-

nia Is a Country: World Heri-

tage and Regional Nationalism 

 

Derek W. Miller: Anti-

Immigrant Attitudes and 

Neighborhood Exclusion: A 

Microscale Analysis of How 

Moroccan Immigrants are Per-

ceived in Almeria, Spain 

 

Matthew E. Millet: The Ego-

centric Map Perspective in 

Qualitative Classed Choropleth 

Maps 

 

Thomas W. Ptak: Tibetan Mi-

gration, Cultural Identity and 

Place in Portland and New 

York City 

 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

 

Pollyanna Lind: Holocene 

Floodplain Development of the 

Lower Sycan River, Oregon  

 

MASTER OF SCIENCE,  

GEOGRAPHY EDGE  

PROGRAM 

 

Eric M. Boggs 

Casey T. Graham 

Richard K. Graves 

Rebecca C. Haapanen 

Damien C. Lawrence 

Keith W. Peterson 

Jane B. Schneider 

Deborah L. Swope 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Stefanie E. Arnold*+p 

Travis A. Bott*^ 

Brady R. Bullinger 

Benjamin G. Camras+p 

Darius C. Chapman 

Charles M. Clark 

Anja E. Goerke 

Geordie B. Hicks 

John W. Hine* 

Gregory N. Howard* 

Kerstin L. Lamberson 

Heather K. Lee* 

Tyson J. Lewis 

Rebecca A. Marcus*~p 

Irene K. Ontiveros 

Jakob H. Pippin 

Alayna M. Rasile 

Lindsay S. Riddell 

Lenka J. Stafl* 

Chad L. Tinsley 

Anthony S. Williams 

 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 

Cheyenne M. Bailey 

Kate C. L. Bailey 

Steven M. Bassett 

Owen M. Brown 

Sean P. Brown 

Joshua J. Cantillas 

John W. Clarke* 

Abram H. Clinger 

Gabriella M Crooks* 

Morgan C. Daugherty 

Julie A. Donohue* 

Elizabeth M. Earp*^ 

Lindsay J. Foreman 

Justin D. Fritz 

Julia J. Giebultowicz 

Josef C. Gordon 

Thomas M. Hornsby 

John S. Hubka 

Caitlin A. Hutchison*p 

Justin H. LaTempa 

Fei Li 

Aaron Z. Lopez 

Cody T. Lyons 

Tyler L. McCarty 

Jesse L. Nett* 

Colin D. Paddock 

Kristen M. Phelan 

Michael P. Rand 

Tyne A. Rice-Narusch 

Brian M. Ross 

Heather S. Sherfey 

Tracy R. Terrall 

Bryan K. C. Wardlow 

Jesse M. Wilson* 

Kalia K. Winburn 

Justin M. Woulf 

 

*department honors,  

+ cum laude 

~ summa cum laude 

^magna cum laude 
pPhi Beta Kappa 

Geography Award Winners  

BILL LOY AWARD FOR 

EXCELLENCE IN CARTO-

GRAPHIC DESIGN AND 

GEOGRAPHIC  

VISUALIZATION 

 

Julia Giebultowicz: The Fall 

and Reconstruction of the For-

mer Yugoslavia 

 

Patrick Hammons: 

The Tea Party Protests of 2009: 

The Politics of ‘Grass-roots’ 

Organizations 

 

 

 

GAMMA THETA UPSILON 

AWARD FOR  

EXCELLENCE IN  

GEOGRAPHY  

 

Rebecca Marcus 

 

TRUSSELL SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNERS 

 

Lindsay Foreman 

Bryan Wardlow 

 

HONORABLE MENTION 

Matthew Derrick: The Code-

pendent Relationship: Europe, 

Russia, and Natural Gas 

mailto:aquila@uoregon.edu


Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

Website: geography.uoregon.edu 

Alumni, where are are you?  

We would love to hear where you are  

and what you are doing. Please send  

information to uogeog@uoregon.edu. 
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The University of Oregon is an equal-opportunity,  

affirmative action institution committed to cultural 

diversity  and compliance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. This publication will be made avail-

able in accessible formats up request. 

Valerie and William Anders 
Barbara Andrews '82 
Cecilia and Robert Armour '67 
Adrienne '81 and David Banks 
Patricia McDowell and Patrick 
     Bartlein 
Linda and Stephen Beardslee '63 
Nancy Fischer Benson '68 and David Benson 
Fey and Glenn Biehl '88 
Shivaun and Michael Black '88 
Adrian Blackmar '05 
Marilyn Youngman Blick '78 and William  

     Blick 
Diane and Richard Boerckel '72 
Melinda Buhl '80 and Richard Koven '75 
Emily Bulchis '08 
Kristen Busold '07 
Annell Anderson Carlson '56 and Robert  

     Carlson 
Madeleine and Robert Caufield '68 
Lisa and Philip Cerro II '80 
Sylvia Chinn-Levy '83 and Paul Levy 
Mary Naples Churchill '78 
Ann Hooker Clarke '74 and Duncan Clarke 
David Cole '77 
Vicki and Donald Corson '80 
Rosana Costello 
Laura and Raymond Cox 
William Crowley '72 
Edith and Michael Daharsh '82 
Melinda De Leon '78 
Jane Sinclair '94 and Louis  Defrank '77 
Rebecca and Ross Dodge '90 
Sheila and David Dougherty Jr. '58 
Gary Elbow '63 
Ming-Sze Yang Engelmann and Eberhard  

     Engelmann '71 
Marie Daniell Farrell '74 
Jan Ford 
Janice and Ronald Fritz 
Lynne Schneider '73 and Richard Fusch '72 
Jane '73 and William Gary '73 
J. Warden George Jr. '73 

Keri Stratton Gibbs '76 and Jacy Gibbs 
Shari Gilevich '78 and Manning 
     Welsh '78 
Clyde Greene '49 
Evelyn Major Greene 
Glenn Griffith '79 
Lorin Groshong '04 
Vickie and Glen Hadley '71 
James Harris '73 
Sylvia and Raymond Hatton '69 
Lisa Hawley '90 
Harlow Head '63 
Carole and Eugene Hoerauf '65 
Monica Holzmer '05 
Lynne Thornton Hubka '71 and Gary Hubka '71 
Susan Hume '05 
Patrick Hurley '01 
Rosalyn McKeown-Ice '77 and Gene Ice '77 
Robert Johnston '95 
Neal Kalez '81 
Justin Karimzad '09 
Michael Kostel '89 
Timothy Smith '91 and Kenton Kullby '81 
Mary-Clare and Henry Lawrence Jr. '78 
Louise and Joseph Leeper '71 
Ruth Lefevre '67 
Diana Lewis '92 and Alexander Cuyler '90 
Dalila and Peter Lyons '80 
Lisa and William Marcus 
Rebecca '96 and David Martin 
Jean '74 and David McClain '74 
Christopher McCoy '07 
Sarah Millspaugh '97 
Joan '50 and Richard Moll '50 
Terry Bolstad Morrison '78 and Douglas  

     Morrison 
Denton Morse 
Jerome Moshofsky 
Fred Murschall '93 
Louise and Joel Myers '79 
Maureen LaValley-Nieratko and Paul  

     Nieratko II '81 
Lucia and Paul Norris '67 

Deborah and Stewart Pagenstecher '69 
William Pickford '78 
Helen and Frederick Piellusch '68 
Shiena and Culley Polehn '56 
Rome Poracsky '93 
Edward Price Jr. 
Charles Rauch '76 
Susan Pommering Reynolds '73 and Wes  

     Reynolds '77 
Marilee Rice '80 
Robert Richardson '73 
Carlena and John Rowell '63 
Rose McCall Sauder and Robert Sauder '69 
Janice Whipple Searl '53 and Gary Searl '59 
Sally Sharrard '68 
True Sims '79 
AnnMarie Slater '90 
Pam and Robert Smith '84 
Lisa Smolen '90 
Barbara Snow '75 
Stella '80 and Michael Spyrou '73 
Jean and Eric Stein '83 
James Stembridge Jr. '75 
Julianne and Steven Stermer '75 
Cindy and Ralph Thompson '75 
Ann and Harold Throckmorton '62 
Fred Walker '71 
Linda Wallers '84 
Daphne White '96 
Mary and Donald Williams 
Kristen '91 and William Wobbe 
Mary Bailey Wogan '82 and Cameran  

     Wogan '84 
Carolyn Miller Younger '67 and Ralph Younger 
Debra Zahnle '82 and Steven Hostetler '84 

 

Corporate Donors: 

Narional Geographic Society 

Robert H. and Annell Carlson Revocable 

Living Trust 

The Anders Foundation 

Vinetenders, LLC 

Thank you, Donors! For information on making a donation, please visit http://supportuo.uofoundation.org or call 541 -302-0300. 


