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Katie Meehan in front of La Casa de los
Azulejos in Mexico City.

Katie was born in the cornfields of Carlisle,

Pennsylvania and raised in the Sicilian South

End of Hartford, Connecticut until her family
moved west to Portland, Oregon in the early

1990s. At first, the monochromatic whiteness

and lack of decent Italian canolis shocked
her, but Katie grew to love the stately firs,
friendly people, and wide open spaces of
Oregon. She graduated from Lake Oswego
High School in 1995 and attended the Uni-
versity of Oregon, obtaining a B.A. in Politi-
cal Science and Environmental Studies in
1999. Katiebs favori
graduate Duck are surfing trips to Yachats
and Otter Rock, making friends and surviv-
ing the Bean dor m, p
lacrosse team, and participating in the year
long Kidd Tutorial Creative Writing Seminar
(which still exists today).

Katie is an urban political ecologist with

research and teaching interests in water gov-
ernance, urban sustainability, and social the-
ory. Her interest in water issues was sparked

during her service as a Peace Corps Volun-
teer in Belize (2002002) and Guatemala
(20022003). In both countries, Katie worked
as an environmental educator and dealt ex-
tensively with water quality and supply is-
sue® threats like instream gravel mining,
effluent from tilapia farming, and a chronic
lack of piped household water.
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Katiebdbs master ds
Swyngedouw, examined the contested politicphy course that uses the ac-
of decentralized water managementinpostc | ai med HBO
conflict Guatemala. For her PhD dissertatiorgs its central text. Go Ducks!
Katie examined how poor urban dwellers crg
ate and manage water supply in the absend
formal provision. Living for 13 months in the
bucolic city of Tijuana, Mexico (border life i
not for everyone), she used qualitative and
guantitative methods to explore how inform
systems of water harvesting anduse emergq
and endure; what economies and ecologieq
were produced in this circulation; and to w
degree they cultivated new political dynami
that supported alternative forms of develop:
ment. The institutions and technologies of tl
i nfor mal water sect.
management practice:
yield positive environmental outcomes in
places like Tijuandbut pr oduce
urbani smo which pro:
straightforward state or market regulation.
This work was kindly financed by a slew of ~
support, including a Fulbrightays DDRA,
an NSE DDRI, an. IDRF fellowship from the
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ship from NOAA. Based on insights from th
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Katie Meehan making frames for
pervious pavers in Tijuana.
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In terms of teaching, Katie dove headfirst into

the pool. Fall term she enjoyed teaching INfrégapuaTe STUDENT 5
duction to Human Geography (GEOG 142)| yppaTeS

and even managed to convert a few majorg.
She wil|l | ead a gr agFaQILTEe UPDATIESI h a 1B6-7
cal Ecology of Thinpgs, o in which
students will examine different philosophicdl GEOGRAPHY AWARDS 89
approaches to explaining objects and mate
ity in humanenvironment research. In the
spring, Katie will develop a new course on
urban sustainability and next year plans to
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Department Head News From W. Andrew Marcus

At the risk of repeating my introduction tionwide ranking of Ph.D. departments, the Katie Meehan, who recently gradua
from last year, it has been another re-  first such rankings in 15 years. These rankingsith her Ph.D. from Arizona and is
markable year in the Department of Ge- were based on a random survey of seven peprofiled on the front page of the new
ography. The number of geography ma- cent of all tenure track faculty in each disci- letter. Also retiring were Andrea Hei
jors surpassed 200 for the first time in thepline, as well as numeric data reported for and Mary Milo, stalwarts of our offic
history of the department, a 30% increaseach department (e.g. number of Ph.D.s staff. Happily, Sonja Anthone has
in numbers from just two years ago. En- awarded). Regardless of which data were  joined our office, where she provide
rollments in almost all our classes are at used, our department fared well. an immensely competent and welco
capacity, even with added sections and ing presence.
classe$ a reflection of the growing ap- The strength of our research is indicated by
preciation that students have for the fieldour number three ranking in both the numberSoé new staff an
of geography. Our graduate students andf publications per faculty member and the students numbers and awards, high
faculty received numerous fellowships number of times faculty articles were cited byrankings, innovative research, and g
and accolades, as is reported elsewhere ather scholars. We excel in both the quantity high profile in the university. What
this newsletter. And our activities con- and quality of research, a notable feat given next? There are many potential dire
tinue to make significant contributions to that other top ranked departments have thregions we can go, but first and foremg
Oregon, whether it be via hosting of to six times the number of faculty and lower we remain committed to continuing
school groups for Geography Awarenessservice and teaching loads. the strong sense of community that h
Week, development of University of Ore- brought us to this point. People such
gon apps for iPhones, or the standard re-The rankings also placed us at the top or neaas yourselves are the ones who have
search and teaching that make up our the top of all Ph.D. departments in the Univermade the department such an excel
daily lives. sity of Oregon, depending on which criteria one and who have contributed to its
are being ranked. As a result, our departmentremendous esprit de corps. To kee
Of course, it is easy to pat ourselves on is being celebrated by the university. You willour community vibrant and evolving
the back, feel good about our departmengoon see Geography on the cover of Cascadere want to keep you and your ideas
and selfproclaim our good work. It is far Magazine, the biannual magazine of the Col-part of it. Please feel free to contact
more difficult to have an external agencylege of Arts and Sciences. me with your suggestions or, better
declare that the Department of Geography yet, come by and visit if you are in
at Oregon is achieving at the highest lev-On other fronts within the department, the pastwn. We want to make sure that all
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els. Yet that is exactly what happened thigear has been one of transitions. Professor UO Geographers and friends, past and

past fall. Susan Hardwick retired, although she will  present, remain part of this wonderf
continue to teach classes each year and re- department and its future.
In late September, the National Researchmains a vital contributor to our community.

Council released the results of theirna- To our del i ght , Susanbés replacement i

D News from the InfoGraphics Lab

Mobile Mapping i With the
rapid growth of smartphone
technology, the InfoGraphics
Lab has endeavored to de-
velop expertise in mobile
mapping applications. During
the past year

active map applications, and
have proven to be exciting
projects for students to work
on.

roomtlevel campus GIS. All
UO events are mapped to th
exact room they occur in.
Users can also view their cu
rent location on campus and
UOregon Application i switch between custom map
Respending aoka deguest df a f $afety at Night, Accessibil

under the guidance of Assis-
tant Director Ken Kato, has
developed a number of suc-
Graphic of the UOregon Application cessful applications for the
for the iPhone created by Ken Kato Apple iOS (iPhone, iPad,

a”Id Dana Maher of the iPod ). These projects have

nfoGraphics Lab . .
provided an opportunity to

push the
developing digital and inter-

Page2

President Richard Larivierre
the Lab created the official
iPhone app of the University
of Oregon. The UOregon app
routes you around campus,
helping students find classes,
activities, events and other

connected directly to the

ity, Parking, Bicycling, as
well as historic air photos an
maps. The application was
devel oped usi
SDK. The application will be
featured in upcoming article

in ESRI 6s Arc

L a b 6 sitensmflunteckst. lUsers are o tUser. The application was

released for Fall Term, and

o
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News From the InfoGraphics Lab (continued)

over 7,000 people have secured a second grant from plore the detailed works of

downloaded it from iTunes. = OTREC to continue further  art and historic maps. Thi
functionality of the applica-  effort is a collaborative effo

fi Fi x iTlihndolgkoration tion during this academic with Architecture Professor |

with researchers and students year. James Tice and lsuilt on BeE

in PPPM and ENVS, the Lab several years of work in the ==

received a grant from the Ore-Vasi Exhibit at JSMA 71In development of mapping

gon Transportation Research support of the exhibitin the  applications featuring the |

Consortium (OTREC) to de- Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Nolli Map of Rome and the |

velop an iPhone application Arti i Gi useppe V averkod\sasi.

that put a mobile survey in-  Rome: Lasting Impressions

strument in the hands of usersfrom the Age of the Grand

for assessing walking and T o uirthe Lab developed

biking transportation infra- several iPad applications to

structure. Basedonthesuc- al | ow vi sitbacshda odmul ti

cess of that project, the Lab  experience as a means to ex-

GEOGRAPHY AWARENESS WEEK Z
November 1420, 2010

This November 140, Geography Awareness Week was oncH
again celebrated in style at UO. The annual Geography Awa
ness Week, launched in 1987 by our very own Susan Hardw
Professor Emeritus, is a nationally recognized week focused
engaging families and schools in geographic understanding {
the world around them. GIS Day, held on the Wednesday du
Geography Awareness Week, was a later addition created a
international forum to update users on GIS technological ad-!
vancements and applications used around the world.

Celebratory activities were planned and organized by the me

bers of the Geography Awareness Week committee: graduate
students Gretchen Hill, Aquila Flower, Jenn Kusler, Sarah

Praskievicz, and Innisfree McKinnon. During this past year, t
committee worked diligently to facilitate a oday, orcampus
event for elementary school children ffithrough 7th grades. |
Activities for the visiting students were designed to complem: SiEE"
this yeards Geography Aware N
Thursday, November 18a total of 144 students visited the UC
campus to participate in Geography Awareness Week activit -~ |
The visiting students explored river system dynamics using &
stream table, conducted their own water quality tests, comple
a GPSbhased scavenger hunt, and attended guided tours of t
Vasi exhibit at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art. The Ge
raphy Awareness Week committee also held a contest to sel 4
design for use on departmerghirts and collaborated with the | =& =
Knight Library to hold a public lecture in recognition of GIS & < H b
Day.
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Highlights of Professor Sabbaticalsby Patricia McDowell

Sabbaticals are intended to provide time to expand your knowledge and experience through concentrated research, wavel and ne
experiences and mine didnoét disappoint!

It started with a bang, a trip to Australia in summer 2009 to attend the International Association of Geomorphologigsi©ongre
Melbourne, followed by an eightay field trip into the outback and a few days in Sydney. This was my first trip to Austeabiay
omission for a geomorphologist. | gave a paper on my research on the Sprague River in Klamath County, Oregon. @nipthe field
through portions of the Murraarling basin and the Lake Eyre basin, we visited the Flinders Range, Innamincka, and Lake|Mungo.
| was able to see the anabranching river, playas, dunes, and terminal lakes that | had taught about in GEOG 4/522: AaiidIGeomo
ogy and GEOG 4/527: Fluvial Geomorphology. My understanding of these features was transformed. No matter how mugh of the
published research you have read, seeing it in person with the researchers who have done the work gives a deeperginderstandin

In November 2009, Bart and | travelled to Britain for a month, plus a-leeekvacation in Rome. | visited and gave a talla{ag
on the Sprague River) at University of Walklserystwyth, and also visited colleagues at University of Southampton. At both fof
these places, the Geography Department is very strong in fluvial geomorphology. It was interesting to interact with greagesiw
and see how they have organized their courses and research groups.

In spring 2010, Bart and | returned to Australia for a five week visit. We spent most of this time in Sydney. | wiag &aeisity
member in the Environmental Sciences unit of Macquarie University, where | gave a talk, participated on field tripsaeed inte
with the geomorphologists. While | did not get back to the Australian desert, | explored geomorphology of the Sydasaglitsasin
rivers, the Blue Mountains, and the Sydney coastline.
3 < B g
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In summers 2009 and 2010, | did several weeks of field
work each year on the Middle Fork John Day River,
ably assisted by graduate students Didi Martinez, Pally-
anna Lind, Jessica Phelps, Stephanie Michaelson
Correa, Denise Tu, Amanda Reinholtz, and undergradu-
ates Bryan Wardlow and Maggie Drews. The Middl%
Fork is a beautiful river in the Blue Mountains of nor
~ eastern Oregon. This research project is supported |py
| the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the| Con-
federated Tribes of the Warm Springs Indian Reserva-
tion. We are evaluating restoration projects done on the
~ river to improve habitat for steelhead, Chinook salmon,
— | bull trout, and other species. Our goal is to determine
| whether these projects are really effective at improving
y habitat.

| finished up my work with the National Research Cdun-
cil Committee on Missouri River Recovery and Assogi-
ated Sediment Management Issues. Our thirpszaon
committee was charged with addressing problems re-
Pat McDowell and Amanda Reinholtz setting up a fish cover survey|ated to sediment management as the U.S. Corps of Engineers does
Middle Fork, John Day River, Summer 2010. . . . R . . .
river restoration work on the Missouri River. The Big Muddy is sedi-
mentstarved due to upstream dams, and there are effects along the river and all the way downstream to the Mississippi delta and
Louisiana coast. Our final report was published by the National Academies Press in summer 2010. | also completedalymajor an
sis of our three years of data collection on the Sprague Rive geomorphology project, a collaborative project with teelddical|G
Survey Portland office. This was the basis of papers | gave in Australia, Wales, and at several academic meetings in the U.S

| continued my volunteer work with the Long Tom Watershed Council, the Middle Fork Willamette River Watershed Coundil, the

McKenzie River Trust, and the Middle Fork John Day Intensively Monitored Watershed Committee. All of these experiendes give
me insight into issues with planning and implementing river management that greatly enriches my courses.
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Selected Graduate Student Updates

Leslie McLeesrecently re- the pictures and used them in &%
turned from her field research focus groups to discuss the &
in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, ways people use urban farms &=
where she conducted a study everyday. Leslie was affiliated®§
on urban development and thewith a Canadian NGO, the
use of space in cities of the  Sustainable Cities PLUS Net-
global south. Her project was work, which works on facili-
funded through a National tating land tenure rights for
Science Foundation Disserta- farmers in in Dar es Salaam. §
tion Improvement Grant and a She was involved in discus-
fellowship from the SYLFF  sions with farmers, agricultur
foundation. Her project fo- extension agents, planners ans
cused on opespace farms in - ministry officials about ways
Dar es Salaam, where thou- to legally incorporate this vital
sands of farmers grow vegeta-land use, and gave a presenté
bles that provide a majority of tion in Swabhili about how vari-
the greens for city dwellers.  ous cities around the world a
Her research examined how legalizing and supporting ur-

agriculture is ‘'urban' and how ban agriculture. She also Leslie McLees with Mama Maria, an urban farmer, holding
it is incorporated into ideas  helped start an urban food bunch of mchicha, a spinadike staple vegetable widely
about how cities in develop- network that brings together grown throughout the city.

ing countries should look. She farmers, ranchers, composters
completed over eighty inter- and others involved in urban
views with urban farmers, food production to better Coor’LFunded through an internationdlo accomplish the first stageg
carried out mental mapping  dinate their activities and learfresearch fellowship from the of the dissertation project, Pol
exercises with twenty farmers from each other to create a | SYLFF FoundationPollyanna lyanna is based near the Rio
and conducted four photo more unified voice on urban |Lind is currently working in ~ Pacaure in the town of Turri-
voice projects in which farm- food concerns. Leslie also | Costa Rica during fall term  alba. The town is in a fertile

ers were provided disposable received the University of 2010 to establish her disserta- valley located in the volcani-

cameras to allow them to Oregon Public Impact Fellow-| tion research project on tropicatally active Talamanca Moun-
frame everyday activities. The ship for her involvementin | rivers. The dissertation, Geo- tains of central Costa Rica. TH
farmers provided captions to urban food issues. morphology and sediment dy- Rio Pacuare and other similar

namics of the Rio Pacuare andrivers in the area flow through
other selected rivers of easterrthe steeply eroded valleys of
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Costa Rica, will combine extenthe Talamancas and then acrpss

sive field data collection, GIS an alluvial plane before event
based imagery/data analysis, ally reaching the Caribbean
and hydraulic modeling. To Sea. They are hydraulically
establish an international re- dynamic systems driven by
search project of this scale, tropical precipitation events
Pollyanna is identifying acces- that transport massive quanti-
sible field sites, collaborating ties of sediment annually. Deqg
with local scientists and agen- phering all of the geomorphic
cies, collecting prexisting components of these systemg
data from various sources, andand the appropriate methods
expanding her Spanish lan-  measuring them keeps our P
guage skills: all of which will  student excited and challenge
be used to secure the additionan a daily basis.
funding necessary to accom-

plish the research goals.

Pollyanna Lind evaluating a boulder bar field site on the Rio

Pacuare, Costa Ri¢aNovember 2010. Page5
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