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INFLUENCES OF GEOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENT

Ellen C. Semple

Ellen C. Semple (1863-1932) was the foremost fernale geographer of her time -
and a leading exponent of environmental determinism. Both Influences and
an earlier book, American history and its geographic conditions (1903) were the
result ofyhe\r admiration for the work of Friedrich Ratzel (chaptet 32), whose
lectures she attended at Leipzig in 1891. She describes her book as more than
a translau_‘nn of his ideas for the ‘Anglo-Celtic mind’. It was also an extension
and confirmation of his geographical laws by the inclusion of extensive
: f:Vldence based on her own travels and wide reading. Its more than 600 pages
include chapters on general geographical relationships, geograpfﬁcal factors
such'as movement, location and boundary, and then chapters dedicated to
certain kinds of locations such as coasts, oceans, islands and mountains, For
each topic she sketches out a general relationship between the physical envi-

ronment and human culture, including ideas and race characteristics,

drawing on both ancient and modern history for supportin evidenc

- According to J. K. Wright [Miss Semple’s ‘Inﬂue);ce-s of glzggrapﬁic enc‘\lr?rr:i '
ment’: notes towards a biobibliography, Geographical Review 52, 346-61], the
book was very well received at first and only attacked in the 1920, mainly by
th‘ekFrench historian, Lucien Febvre. Her views may also be contrasted
w1tl'1 those of the anthropologist, Franz Boas (chapter 9). The notoriety of
environmental determinism perhaps obscured the fact that the book does

contain a wealth of interesting geographical observation, as well as untested
and untestable assertions. :

Source: Influences of geographic environment on the basis of Ratzel's system of

anthropogeographie. New York: H Holt, 1911. , ii i
G enry Extract from pp. vii (the Preface)

The writer’s own method of research has been to compare typical peoples of all
races and all stages of cultural development, living under similar geographic
conditions. If these peoples of different ethnic stocks but similar environments
manifested similar or related social, economic or historical development, it was
reasonable to infer that such similarities were due to environment and not’to race.
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Thus, by extensive comparison, the race factor in these problems of two unknown
\quantities was eliminated for certain large classes of social and historical
phenomena.

The writer, moreover, has purposely avoided definitions, formulas, and the
‘enunciation of hard-and-fast rules; and has refrained from any effort to delimit
‘the field or define the relation of this new science of anthropo-geography to the
‘older sciences. It is unwise to put tight clothes on a growing child. The eventual
form and scope of the science, the definition and organization of its material must
‘evolve gradually, after long years and many efforts of many workers in the field.
‘The eternal flux of Nature runs through anthropo-geography, and warns against
precipitate or rigid conclusions. But its laws are none the less well founded
because they do not lend themselves to mathematical finality of statement. For
this reason the writer speaks of geographic factors and influences, shuns the
word geographic determinant, and speaks with extreme caution of geographic
control. . ..

Man is a product of the earth’s surface. This means not merely that he is a child
of the earth, dust of her dust; but that the earth has mothered him, fed him, set him
tasks, directed his thoughts, confronted him with difficulties that have strength-
ened his body and sharpened his wits, given him his problems of navigation or
irrigation, and at the same time whispered hints for their solution. She has entered
into his bone and tissue, into his mind and soul. On the mountains she has given
him leg muscles of iron to climb the slope; along the coast she has left these weak
and flabby, but given him instead vigorous development of chest and arm to
handle his paddle or oar. In the river valley she attaches him to the fertile soil,
circumscribes his ideas and ambitions by a dull round of calm, exacting duties,
narrows his outlook to the cramped horizon of his farm. Up on the wind-swept
plateaus, in the boundless stretch of the grasslands and the waterless tracts of the
desert, where he roams with his flocks from pasture to pasture and oasis to oasis,
where life knows much hardship but escapes the grind of drudgery, where the
watching of grazing herd gives him leisure for contemplation, and the wide-
ranging life a big horizon, his ideas take on a certain gigantic simplicity; religion
becomes monotheism, God becomes one, unrivalled like the sand of the desert and
the grass of the steppe, stretching on and on without break or change. Chewing
over and over the cud of his simple belief as the one food of his unfed mind, his
faith becomes fanaticism; his big spacial ideas, born of that ceaseless regular
wandering, outgrow the land that bred them and bear their legitimate fruitin wide
imperial conquests.

Man can no more be scientifically studied apart from the ground which he tills,
or the lands over which he travels, or the seas over which he trades, than polar
bear or desert cactus can be understood apart from its habitat. Man’s relations to
his environment are infinitely more numerous and complex than those of the most
highly organized plant or animal. So complex are they that they constitute a legit-
imate and necessary object of special study. The investigation which they receive
in anthropology, ethnology, sociology, and history is piecemeal and partial, limited
as to the race, cultural development, epoch, country or variety of geographic
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" in Alexander’s conquest of Asia, and Hellenic domination of Asiatic trade through

ia to the Mediterranean. . . .
If the factor is not one of geographical location, but a natural barrier, such as a

mountain system or a desert, its effect is just as persistent. . . . The Alps long
retarded Roman expansion into central Europe, just as they delayed and obstructed
the southward advance of the northern barbarians. Only through the partial
breaches in the wall known as passes did the Alps admit small, divided bodies of
the invaders, like the Cimbri and Teutons, who arrived, therefore, with weakened
power and at intervals, so that the Roman forces had time to gather their strength
between successive attacks, and thus prolonged the life of the declining empire. So
in the Middle Ages, the Alpine barrier facilitated the resistance of Italy to the
German emperors, trying to enforce their claim upon this ancient seat of the Holy
Roman Empire.

It was by river-worn valleys leading to passes in the ridge that Etruscan trader,
Roman legion, barbarian horde, and German army crossed the Alpine ranges.
Today, well-made highways and railroads converge upon these valley paths and
summit portals, and going is easier; but the Alps still collect their toll, now in added
tons of coal consumed by engines and in higher freight rates, instead of the ancient
imposts of physical exhaustion paid by pack animal and heavily accoutred soldier.
Formerly these mountains barred the weak and timid; to-day they bar the poor,
and forbid transit to all merchandise of large bulk and small value which can not
pay the heavy transportation charges. . . .

As the surface of the earth presents obstacles, so it offers channels for the easy

movement of humanity, grooves whose direction determines the destination of
aimless, unplanned migrations, and whose termini become, therefore, regions of
historical importance. Along these nature-made highways history repeats itself.
The maritime plain of Palestine has been an established route of commerce and war
from the time of Sennacherib to Napoleon.! The Danube Valley has admitted to
central Europe a long list of barbarian invaders, covering the period from Attila the
Hun to the Turkish besiegers of Vienna in 1683. The history of the Danube Valley
has been one of warring throngs, of shifting political frontiers, and unassimilated
races; but as the river is a great natural highway, every neighboring state wants to
front upon it and strives to secure it as a boundary.

The movements of peoples constantly recur to these old grooves. The unmarked
path of the voyageur’s canoe, bringing out pelts from Lake Superior to the fur
market at Montreal, is followed to-day by whaleback steamers with their cargoes
of Manitoba wheat. To-day the Mohawk depression through the northern
Appalachians diverts some of Canada’s trade from the Great Lakes to the Hudson,
just as in the seventeenth century it enabled the Dutch at New Amsterdam and
later the English at Albany to tap the fur trade of Canada’s frozen forests. Formerly
a line of stream and portage, it carries now the Erie Canal and New York Central
Railroad.? Similarly the narrow level belt of land extending from the mouth of the

" George Adam Smith, Historical Geography of the Holy Land, pp. 149-157. New York, 1897.
* A.P. Brigham, Geographic Influences in American History, Chap. I. Boston, 1903.
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Climatic influences are persistent, often obdurate in their control. Arid regions

ermit agriculture and sedentary life only through irrigation. The economic pros-
perity of Egypt to-day depends as completely upon the distribution of the Nile
waters as in the days of the Pharaohs. The mantle of the ancient Egyptian priest
has fallen upon the modern British engineer. Arctic explorers have succeeded only
by imitating the life of the Eskimos, adopting their clothes, food, fuel, dwellings,
and mode of travel. Intense cold has checked both native and Russian development
over that major portion of Siberia lying north of the mean annual isothern of 0
degree C. (32 degrees F.); and it has had a like effect in the corresponding part of
Canada. It allows these sub-arctic lands scant resources and a population of less
than two to the square mile. Even with the intrusion of white colonial peoples, it
perpetuates the savage economy of the native hunting tribes, and makes the fur
trader their modern exploiter, whether he be the Cossack tribute-gatherer of the
lower Lena River, or the factor of the Hudson Bay Company. The assimilation
tends to be ethnic as well as economic, because the severity of the climate excludes
the white woman. In the same way the Tropics are a vast melting-pot. The debili-
tating effects of heat and humidity, aided by tropical diseases, soon reduce
intruding peoples to the dead level of economic inefficiency characteristic of the
native races. These, as the fittest, survive and tend to absorb the new-comers,
pointing to hybridization as the simplest solution of the problem of tropical
colenization.

The more the comparative method is applied to the study of history —and this
includes a comparison not only of different countries, but also of successive epochs
in the same counfry — the more apparent becomes the influence of the soil in which
humanity is rooted, the more permanent and necessary is that influence seen to be.
Geography’s claim to make scientific investigation of the physical conditions
of historical events is then vindicated. “Which was there first, geography or
history?” asks Kant. And then comes his answer: “Geography lies at the basis
of history.” The two are inseparable. History takes for its field of investigation
human events in various periods of time; anthropo-geography studies existence in
various regions of terrestrial space. But all historical development takes place on
the earth’s surface, and therefore is more or less molded by its geographic setting.
Geography, to reach accurate conclusions, must compare the operation of its
factors in different historical periods and at different stages of cultural develop-
ment. It therefore regards history in no small part as a succession of geographical
factors embodied in events. Back of Massachusetts’ passionate abolition move-
ment, it sees the granite soil and boulder-strewn fields of New England; back of
the South'’s long fight for the maintenance of slavery, it sees the rich plantations of
tidewater Virginia and the teeming fertility of the Mississippi bottom lands. This
is the significance of Herder’s saying that “history is geography set into motion.”
What is to-day a fact of geography becomes to-morrow a factor of history. The two

sciences cannot be held apart without doing violence to both, without dis-
membering what is a natural, vital whole. All historical problems ought to be
studied geographically and all geographic problems must be studied historically.
Every map has its date. Those in the Statistical Atlas of the United States showing
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the distribution of population from 1790 to 1890 embody a mass of history as well
as of geography. A map of France or the Russian Empire has a long historical

has been released from dormancy by the expansion of the known world, or the
progress of invention and of human development,

These complex geographic influences cannot be analyzed and their strength esti-
mated except from the standpoint of evolution. That is one reason these half-baked
geographic principles rest heavy on our mental digestion. They have been
formulated without reference to the all-important fact that the geographical
relations of man, like his social and political organization, are subject to the law of
development. Just as the embryo state found in the primitive Saxon tribe has

Owing to the evolution of geographic relations, the physical environment favor-
able to one stage of development may be adverse to another, and vice versa. For
instance, a small, isolated and protected habitat, like that of Egypt, Pheenicia, Crete
and Greece, encourages the birth and precocious growth of civilization; but later it
may cramp progress, and lend the stamp of arrested development to a people who
were once the model for all their little world. Open and wind-swept Russia, lacking
these small, warm nurseries where Nature could cuddle her children, has bred

upon its boundless plains a massive, untutored, homogeneous folk, fed upon the

of area is a variable quantity in the equation. It changes its character at a higher
stage of cultural development. Consequently, when the Muscovite people,
instructed by the example of western Europe, shall have grown up intellectually,
economically and politically to their big territory, its area will become a great
national asset. Russia will come into its own, heir to a long-withheld inheritance.

Influences of Geographic Environment 259
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' Hugh Robert Mill, Intemational Geography, p. 347. Ne\;'0 \3’ork, 1902.
""" Joseph Partsch, Central Europe, pp. 228-230. London, 1903.
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ystallization of thought and custom. Ignorance involves the lack of material for
mparison, hence a restriction of the higher reasoning processes, and an unscien-

attitude of mind which gives imagination free play. In contrast, the
ssibility of Greece and its focal location in the ancient world made it an intel-
ual clearing-house for the eastern Mediterranean. The general information

ered there afforded material for wide comparison. It fed the brilliant reason of
. Athenian philosopher and the trained ima gination which produced the master-
s of Greek art and literature.
einrich von Treitschke, in his recent “Politik,” imjtates the direct inference of
kle when he ascribes the absence of artistic and poetic development in Switzer-
d and the Alpine lands to the overwhelming aspect of nature there, its majestic

ublimity which paralyzes the mind.” He reinforces his position by the fact that,
' i d hiil country of Swabia, Franconia and

i ingia, where nature is gentler, stimulating, appealing, and not overpowering,
are incontestable. They reappear

works of the Pyebio trib S

) €S, Now as 3 group of indirect effe(:ts, operating through v_e pTOdUCEd many poets and artists. The facts
in France in the geographical distribution of the awards made by the Paris Salon of
396. Judged by these awards, the rough highlands of Savoy, Alpine Provence, the

ive eastern Pyrenees, and the Auvergne Plateau, together with the barren
sula of Brittany, are singularly lacking in artistic instinct, while art flourishes
the river lowlands of France. Moreover, French men of letters, by the distri-
bution of their birthplaces, are essentially products of fluvial valleys and plains,
of CelT rarely of upland and mountain.»

2 seneralization, This contrast has been ascribed to a fundamental ethnic distinction between the
peninsula, thus making talent an attribute of race.
‘But the Po Valley of northern Italy, whose population contains a strong infusion of
this supposedly stultifying Alpine blood, and the neighboring lowlands and hill
country of Tuscany show an enormous preponderance of intellectual and artistic
power over the highlands of the peninsula.® Hence the same contrast appears
among different races under like geographic conditions. Moreover, in France other
social phenomena, such as suicide, divorce, decreasing birth-rate, and radicalism
in politics, show this same startling parallelism of geographic distribution,® and
- these cannot be attributed to the stimulating or depressing effect of natural scenery
-upon the human mind.

Mountain regions discourage the budding of genius because they are areas of
isolation, confinement, remote from the great currents of men and ideas that move
along the river valleys. They are regions of much labor and little leisure, of poverty
to-day and anxiety for the morrow, of toil-cramped hands and toil-dulled brains.

" Heinrich von Treitschke, Politik, Vol. I, p. 225. Leipzig, 1897. This whole chapter on Land and Leute

Is suggestive.

¥ W. Z Ripley, Races of Europe, PP- 524-525. New York, 1899.
* Ihid,, 526.

2 Ibid, 517-520, 533-536.

’ . .
. Ib_;fontesqu:eu, Sp.mt of the Laws, Bogk X1V, chap. Iv
enry Buckle, History of Civilization in, England, Vc;l. L pp. 86-106
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» area here begins to operate. Ease in gaining subsistence, the greater inde-
dence of the individual and the family, emancipation from carking care, the
attitude of mind engendered by the consciousness of an almost unlimited
spportunity and capacity for expansion, the expectation of large returns upon
abor, and, finally, the profound influence of this hopefulness upon the national
aracter, all combined, produce a social rejuvenation of the race. New conditions
ent new problems which call for prompt and original solution, make a demand
on the ingenuity and resourcefulness of the individual, and therefore work to
a same end as his previous removal from the paralyzing effect of custom in the
home country. Activity is youth and sluggishness or paralysis is age. Hence the
oy, initiative, adaptability, and receptivity to new ideas - all youthful qualities
which characterize the Anglo-Saxon American as well as the English Africander,
n be traced back to the stimulating influences, not of a bracing or variable climate,
it of the abundant opportunities offered by a great, rich, unexploited country.
ation under new natural conditions, when safe-guarded by isolation, tends to
oduce modification of the colonial type; this is the direct effect of a changed envi-
nment. But the new economic and social activities of a transplanted people
me the vehicle of a mass of indirect geographic influences which contribute to
differentiation of the national character.
" The tendency to overlook such links between conspicuous effects and their
remote, less evident geographic causes has been common in geographic investiga-
tion. This direct rather than indirect approach to the heart of the problem has led
false inferences or to the assumption that reliable conclusions were impossible.
vironment influences the higher, mental life of a people chiefly through the
adium of their economic and social life; hence its ultimate effects should be traced
 through the latter back to the underlying cause. But rarely has this been done. Even
so astute a geographer as Strabo, though he recognizes the influence of geographic
isolation in differentiating dialects and customs in Greece,” ascribes some national
characteristics to the nature of the country, especially to its climate, and the others
to education and institutions. He thinks that the nature of their respective lands
had nothing to do with making the Athenians cultured, the Spartans and Thebans
ignorant; that the predilection for natural science in Babylonia and Egypt was not
a result of environment but of the institutions and education of those countries.*
But here arise the questions, how far custom and education in their turn depend
upon environment; to what degree natural conditions, molding economic and
political development, may through them fundamentally affect social customs,
education, culture, and the dominant intellectual aptitudes of a people. It is not
difficult to see, back of the astronomy and mathematics and hydraulics of Egypt,
the far off sweep of the rain-laden monsoons against the mountains of Abyssinia
and the creeping of the tawny Nile flood over that river born oasis. . . .
In all democratic or representative forms of government permitting free

[y
i

3 Strabo, Book VII, chap. I, 2.
# Strabo, Book U, chap. 11, 7.
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O the 'mﬁfitesim 1 1a}1lfls. Evolution tells the story of modification by a succes-
e rodueed a cf anges, and emphasizes the permanence of a modification
once procuced ogjgh a éer the causes for it cease to act. The mesas of Arizona, the
otich o gduce c;) o e Grand Can.yon remain as monuments to the erosive fo’rces
v ch procuced wem. So a habitat lea\{es upon man no ephemeral impress; it
B heehor stane o ay ata low stage of his development, and differently at a la’ter
or b mOdiﬁegd ,m thause 1tihe man himself and his relation to his environment have
peen modified H(; earlier pt’enod; b}xt traces of that earlier adaptation survive in
thoouch the er.s . r;ice man’s rel.ahon to his environment must be looked at
through hjp pective 01.’ historical development. It would be impossible to
P e history and national character of the contemporary English solely by

- .
Hans Helmolt, History of the World, Vol. II, pp. 244-245. New York, 1902-1906
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their twentieth century response to their environment, because with insular
nservatism they carry and cherish vestiges of times when their islands
sresented different geographic relations from those of today. Witness the wool-
ck of the lord chancellor. We cannot understand the location of modern Athens,
e or Berlin from the present day relations of urban populations to their envi-
ment, because the original choice of these sites was dictated by far different
siderations from those ruling to-day. In the history of these cities a whole
succession of geographic factors have in turn been active, each leaving its impress
of which the cities become, as it were, repositories.

The importance of this time element for a solution of anthropo-geographic prob-
Jems becomes plainer, where a certain locality has received an entirely new
ppulation, or where a given people by migration change their habitat. The result
in either case is the same, a new combination, new modifications superimposed on
‘old modifications. And it is with this sort of case that anthropo-geography most
often has to deal. So restless has mankind been, that the testimony of history and
ethnology is all against the assumption thata social group has ever been subjected
tobut one type of environment during its long period of development from a prim-
jtive toa civilized society. Therefore, if we assert that a people is the product of the
' country which it inhabits at a given time, we forget that many different countries
which its forbears occupied have left their mark on the present race in the form of
inherited aptitudes and traditional customs acquired in those remote ancestral
habitats. The Moors of Granada had passed througha wide range of ancestral expe-
riences; they bore the impress of Asia, Africa and Europe, and on their expulsion
from Spain carried back with them to Morocco traces of their peni_nsula life.

A race or tribe develops certain characteristics in a certain region, then moves
on, leaving the old abode but not all the accretions of custom, social organization
and economic method there acquired. These travel on with the migrant people;
some are dropped, others are preserved because of utility, sentiment or mere habit.
For centuries after the settlement of the Jews in Palestine, traces of their pastoral
Tife in the grasslands of Mesopotamia could be discerned in their social and polit-
ical organization, in their Hitual and literature. Survivals of their nomadic life in
Asiatic steppes still persistamong the Turks of Europe, after six centuries of seden-

life in the best agricultural land of the Balkan Peninsula. One of these appears
in their choice of meat. They eat chiefly sheep and goats, beef very rarely, and swine
not at all.? The first two thrive on poor pastures and travel well, so that they are
admirably adapted to nomadic life in arid lands; the last two, far less so, but on the
other hand are the regular concomitant of agricultural life. The Turk’s taste to-day,
therefore, is determined by the flocks and herds, which he once pastured on the
Trans-Caspian plains. . . .

The origin of Roman political institutions is intimately connected with con-
ditions of the naturally small territory where arose the greatness of Rome. Butnow,
after two thousand years we see the political impress of this narrow origin
spreading to the governments of an area of Europe immeasurably larger than the

¥ Roscher, National-oekonomik des Ackerbaues, p. 33, note 3. Stuttgart, 1888.
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region that gave it birth. In the United States, little New England has been the
source of the strongest influences modifying the political, religious and cultural Jife
of half a continent; and as far as Texas and California these influences bear the
stamp of that narrow, unproductive environment which gave to its sons energy of
character and ideals. . . .

A people may present at any given time only a partial response to their environ-
ment also for other reasons. This may be either because their arrival has been tog
recent for the new habitat to make its influence felt; or because, even after long resi-
dence, one overpowering geographic factor has operated to the temporary
exclusion of all others. Under these circumstances, suddenly acquired geographic
advantages of a high order or such advantages, long possessed but tardily made
available by the release of national powers from more pressing tasks, may institute
anew trend of historical development, resulting more from stimulating geographic
conditions than from the natural capacities or aptitudes of the people themselves.
Such developments, though often brilliant, are likely to be short-lived and to end
suddenly or disastrously, because not sustained by a deep-seated national impulse
animating the whole mass of the people. They cease when the first enthusiasm
spends itself, or when outside competition is intensified, or the material rewards
decrease. . . .

The history and culture of a people embody the effects of previous habitats and
of their final environment; but this environment means something more than local
geographic conditions. It involves influences emanating from far beyond the
borders. No country, no continent, no sea, mountain or river is restricted to itself
in the influence which it either exercises or receives. The history of Austria cannot
be understood merely from Austrian ground. Austrian territory is part of the
Mediterranean hinterland, and therefore has been linked historically with Rome,
Italy, and the Adriatic. It is a part of the upper Danube Valley and therefore shares
much of its history with Bavaria and Germany, while the lower Danube has linked
it with the Black Sea, Greece, the Russian steppes, and Asia. The Asiatic Hun-
garians have pushed forward their ethnic boundary nearly to Vienna. The Austrian
capital has seen the warring Turks beneath its walls, and shapes its foreign policy
with a view to the relative strength of the Sultan and the Czar.

The earth is an inseparable whole. Each country or sea is physically and histori-
cally intelligible only as a portion of that whole. Currents and wind-systems of the
oceans modify the climate of the nearby continents, and direct the first daring navi-
gations of their peoples. The alternating monsoons of the Indian Ocean guided
Arab merchantmen from ancient times back and forth between the Red Sea and the
Malabar coast of India.*® The Equatorial Current and the northeast trade-wind
carried the timid ships of Columbus across the Atlantic to America. The Gulf
Stream and the prevailing westerlies later gave English vessels the advantage on
the return voyage. Europe is a part of the Atlantic coast. This is a fact so significant
that the North Atlantic has become a European sea. The United States also is a part

*  Bunbury, History of Ancient Geography, Vol. I, pp. 351, 470471 London, 1883.
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minant fact of American history. China forms a

ific ri is i t back of the geographic distribution' of

> ?ion o ﬂ}e Pta' Clrll:ltcorznn;l:nh'als'l"ls;:ierl,fgfam, Malacca, tﬁe PhiliPP'mes, EastIr_’adu;s,
iy emlirahl: Hawaiian I;Iands, the Pacific Coast States, British Columbia, the
.meo: Ausstasol.;thward from Bristol Bay in Bering Sea, Ecgador and Peru. f
i th is one, so is humanity. Its unity of species points to some degree o
. et lsl:hrou.ll h a long prehistoric past. Universal history is not entitled to
' umcar:ion it emlgaraces all parts of the earth and all peoples, whether savagcei

B iviized ”le"ssfill the gaps in the written record it must turn to 'et}.u‘\ology a?
ClV:Il)Z;; ‘wl?ich by tragcing the distribution and movements of primitive peoples

k- important features of their history. '
e oo oroblems never simple. They must all be viewed in the

- hic problems are _
i Anwopzc%iizg;?};volgﬁon and the historical past. They require allowa(;lcfe io;
.ﬁgd}:)er;siﬁance of different geographic factors at dlfferentlfplentc})]ds., z:,résﬁgoa 2
- ici ide as the earth itself. In the in
possi of geographic influences w1 :
'theyf:l rfi(l)rrlg:a’1nsg—ta1§'1ng analysis and, above all, an open mind.

of the Atlantic coast: this is the do




